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WHY I'M AN OLD BCHELOR 
By Lassiter 

There is one thing that I like about the folkloro programsee 
papers rathor than specches scom to be cxpoctcd, While there is 
© spocial advantage in having a paper, thore is also 2 spocial 
Gisadvantage. <A Norro proacher explaincd te a white proachor 
tnot ho (the white mast did not have a success with his scrmons 
beenuse he wrote them before celivcring thom, Hoe further exe 
plained that the Ccvil would then look over tho white man's 
shoulder, sce what was writtcn, and then put it into tke hoart 
of the roople not to bolicve ite I trust that: the covil won't 
look over my shoulccr, sec what I have written, and put it into 
your hearts not to bolieve ite 

AT1 of us like to have smeone co-o up to us with a "s-sh--s- 
sesh" and pull us to one side and tell somethine with 4 Been 


acmonition that we not toll it, Of course we do as was known Wo 
would co, and as was wanted, dnc start tolling what was told us, 
Becauso you havc honored me in inviting mo to appear on ithe proe 
pram, I'm going to tell you a sccret,. It has boon a mystery, and 
even a source of worry to somo, why I'm an old bachelor, Tho 
reason is simplc, I'm oftaid of what the modorn cirls don't know 


rather than wh 


they Co know, 

I have always been afraid should I make a proposal 
the answor ticht bo "no", iilus Standish said in substanco that 
ho hed no fonr of cannon, that he could walk ri¢ht into tho mouth 
of one without much thought of danger, but that a thundering 


point=blank "no" from a woman was more than he -coul’ stande 


> 


Maybe he is one of my ancestors, But supposing that the answor 
should not be "no", then there would be tho question of setting 


the day for the wedding; Much hingos on the cay scloetode 


Monéay for wealth, 
Tucsisay Vor héaitz, 
the bost doy of all. 


Thu sceav for Llosacs, 

Frizay for oros3aes, 

Saturday no day at all, (Or callcd ‘nigger’ day 
| by some 


A£nvarently onc is supposed to have his mind on sonething elso on 
Sunday other than on ectting marricd, | 
The color of the bride's dross must have knowing consiccr= 
ation, fon if | 
larricd in black, you will wish yoursolf back; 
Marricd in red, you will wish yoursclf dead; 
Marricd in gcresn, you won't want to be scen; 
Married in bluc, your lovo will be truo; 
Marricd in whito, you will livo out of sight; 
Marricd in yellow, you will be ashamed of your fellow: 
(And such othor things which so many of the modern girls don't 
know,) Then, of course, there must be "something old, saeinc 
new, something borrowed, something blud',, 
For the wodding day the weatherman plays an important rote, 
As “happy is the bride the sun shincs on" and "there will be a 
tcar for every raindrop", On tho woddinre day the groom mst 
carry tho bride over the thrcshold for food luck, In all prob- 
ability it would be my lot to havo a bridc rathor hefty, and I 
have always had a woak back. 
“Tho bride must be able to make a good garden at all* tincs 
and ‘not just for this dcclarcd cmergency poriod. Evcrything 


rust be plantcd in the moon, and it's a woman's job to know tho 


proper time for all the “iffercnt plantings. Thon in addition 


¥ 


| 
@ 
| 
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to knowin; the sisns, the ree respen’s properly only to a 
gocd ‘cusscr', As--inp,eortant as it is tr knew tie proper tine for 
plantine cvorythin;, Ia. rerintce of a certain etery with which 
connection. Ono of sy neighbors tolc ne that a certain 
Aate would be the time to riant cveumbers since the sirns would 
be in the twins at that timc. In-an articlc.for publication in 
mz county paper, I passed this bit of valuable information alone, 
4. Short tine aftorwarcs the neirhbor told rie she hn? riven me the 
wrone catc, but it wes too lnte te make public correction. Sorc 
two or three yorrs inter I net a lacy cut in the county who askod 
me when thic te pisnt cucuméers since she had fore 
gotton., Should I explain the ristrke that hat been mide? I wes 
relicved when she said, ®T plantod When you siic it would be the 
time, and I never hac better oncs",. But as one of ovr n6ichbers 
sain. to my mother once wen my mother rathor qucsticnced seme of 
the sisnss "Ita like to know what in the nane of God, the moon and 
stars arc for if thcy are not sircns an” ruices to co Ce 

Since elosnlincss is noxt to Cocliness, it is aceossery to 
have a cocd Supply cf senpe The surest way to have this is to 
make it, ani again the moon has to ce consultec ss to the proper 
tine for this work, This must be “one on the old cf the moon, 
Since it would all toil cut if maceo on the now of the mOONe «anc 
of course no one is to stir when the maker is not locking, it may 
all beconic bewitchcc. Jind it must still be romemberccd that the 
"witches" will ¢ct you if you con't watch cut", as was seit of the 
cobblins. 


To be sure every bride must know how to raise chickens. The 


>. 


sex of the chickens is lerroly determince by the scx of ths first 
4 bd enller on Now Year's Dey. If a man is the' first one tx call, moss 
of the chickcns will be roostcrs, anc the m- jority will be pulle 
cts if tho first collur is n wonen, This is . rule from which 
there is no Scparture when ence thc charm is created, And orrs 
rust not be set when the sign is in the bowels; anc other such 
frets mast bo known, I am sure that it would bo rather intorest- 
e ing to hoar some of our coumercinl hatchers sive an account of wv 

the different sipns they have to know and to considor, 

It is 9 woman's job to know the signs of the weather, It is 
too mich trouble for me to get the almannc cewn or go to tho cal. 
cncar to sce what the weather is roing to Bo. The moon seoris to. 
play a part in sc many thinrs. wet, if hone ing by the point; 
if back. Then a rainbew at nirht is sherherd's telicht 


and 2 rainbow ct morning is a shepherd's wernin;. If it rains on 


Meniny, it will rain two mere cays thet wock, Or, if it rains 
when the sun is shinins, it will rain ths sore time the next “iv, 
The kine of.weathcr for the first an? sixtcenth cays of the ronth 
fovern the remaininr cays of that monthe The color of the clouds 
anc. the Cirection of the wine 211 toll something about the we thor, 


These signs certainly have their place, but I just don't went to 


have the respensibility of observins them, That these signs are 
ether reliciously ocbscrved by some is illustrated in the truc a 
story of croup cf neifhbets who had fotton torcther to pray 
-éuring an expecially ary sjcll.e One man refused to enrare in th 
4 prayer sorvice ani said, “Brethren, its no use to pray whike the 


wind is out of the nerth", 


- — 


neichborly", but "patch on top of patch is begrarly", 


Sik 


With or withcut OPA sevcral of us ars wordcring if th rc 
will be any Glothing on the markct. Therefore, it is very 
nececssary for the woman.to know to prtch,. Not do patch 
work, but honcst to God vatchine. fatched clothing de ali . 


rirht becauso it is wcll known that "patch beside of patch ts 


Every pirl is supposcd to have suonly of 
Y¥ct I am afraid the shortage of matcrials right causc theso 
quilts to be too short for my special comfort (being rather 
tall). Sono wight make the quilt just large cnough on which 
to shake the cdt. Shaking the cat is a surc way of tclline 
who in the group is foing to iarry ncxte. ishen the quilt is 
finished, the family cat is caurht and put on the quilt whils. 
the unmarricd quilters hole the cdews of the quilt and shekc, 
The one by wh.om the cat jumps tro ncarest will be the next to 
marrye | 


There is e& story told of a2 youns rirls coing down inte the 


cellar at her home once to got something to cook for dinnor, 


She wantcd to prepare something special since her swecthceart 


was there. Shc stayed and staycd until her folks bccamo 


alarmed about her, Somcone then wont down to sce about hor 
and found her crying as though her heart was breaking. After 
repcated questioning she finally answered, "hen I came down 
here, I saw the kraut knife hanging ovor, thcre and 1 got to 
thinking what if John and I should merry and we should Fave 
some children on whom thet kraut knife should fall". So TI 


have always hesitatcd in foar that something vould co wrong 


| | 
> 


with my childrcon. Naming the child is a vory important and 
scrious business, There is not much use of worrying about 
namcs for thc boys, as theirg will usunlly be changcd to somo > 
such nickname as Soapy John, Balidic John, Henry's John, or some 
other descriptive name,’ but it is differcnt with tho rirls. I 
want somc substantial name as Jcrushic, sintildic, Hortense, 
Molvina or such, Or for a Sunday namo I might consent to 
Hescntine Magonigale When I was a small boy my mothor told me 
of one of hcr acquaintanccs bcaring that namc, I liked it so 
well that I gave it to a pig which my fathor save me. In spite 
of the namo, thc pig prcw into a lnrrec sow, But my wife would 
probably went to name the girls Wands something, Patrica some - 
thing, or Linda somthing. 

Regarding children, the woman :ust know all tho "sure cure". 
remedics it ig too cxpensive to have to ecnll the docto: 
every time the baby has an ache or pain. Catnip tca is one of 
the first remcdics for a baby. I don't know what it is sond 
for. I just know thcy must have it. Then horchound is to be. 
uscd in making a cough syrup. Thrash and hives give no littlo 
amount of trouble. But the thrash can be cured by thc proper 
“Porson blowing his breath into the baby's mouth, This person 
must be the seventh son, the seventh daurhtcr, or one who has. 
nover seen his father, Sage tea drawn through the mouth a 
given numbcr of times is also an cffcctive romedy. Some pcople 
quostion the fact that "sticking" a baby up the chimncy nino 
times will curc the hives. But just try it and sce what it 
docs. I vouch for the authority of this sinco observine the 


brood of onc of my ncifhbors who must have practiced it dailye 


52 
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Tho correct wey andthe proper kind of poultico to be made and 

used, with mcate-jackcts, ctc., must be known, And certainly no 

well-informed nother would wean a baby when the sign is in the 

bowcls. | 
Regarding the baby, it is very important as to who carrics 

it out of the house tho first timc, Usurlly a man with ad- 

mirable traits of character is invitod to carry tho baby out 

and eround the house (on the outside) the first time. I'm 


afraid that before this ordeal could bo properly attended to 


that the wifo might, in her carerncss to-show |off tho baby, 
greb it up and run cut to cxhibit it to some saetal nceighbo”, 
Onc hears about vitamins most cvory dayeewhat a lack ¢c:- 
thom may produce and what an acoquate supply of thom will as. 
At $6.00 pcr hindred they arc pretty cxpcensive to take in 
tablet form. But why take thom in pills whon they can be 
supplicd in polk stalks, crcasics, sasnfras toa, Jcrusalem +" 
in molesscs candy, sulphur and molnsscs, and in tonics made 
gunflowsr scvud, cucumbor sood, watcrmollon sood, dog 
nol, and such things? Ccrtainly it is a littlo more modern to 
tako the proparcd vitamins as rcocommended by the doctor, but 
my wifc must know how to savo this cxpensec, 
Ons timc I was on the verge of proposinr to 1. feir young. 
lady, but whe was always singing — 
| "T'm détcrmincd to be an old meid, 
Take my stool tnd sit in the shedc, 
I wouldn't marry at all, at all, 
I wouldn't marry at all," 


until I decided thcre was no uso in proposing to hor, Thon 


. BF When I was youthful, bold and young, 
I courted a girl with a flattcoring tongue, 


4 I tricd to gct hor the marriage. to sct, 
But she alweys answercd me, “Time snough vot! 


It novor particularly cncouraged me to hear some of my "happily" 
marricd fricnds say, | 


"I wish I was singlo again, 
I wish I was sinelc again, 
When I wes single, 

My pockcts would jingle; 

I wish I was single renin", 


Howcyor, growing desperate I said, whilc not oll in truth, 
| "I've got a house and plenty of monoy, 
Boo-hoo-hoo. 
Iive got a house and plenty of moncy 
Boo-hoo-hpo." 
Only to havo tho reply, | 
"Little I caru for-yceur.old houge snd your old 
Fa-laelco, faela-li, 
All I wens is and honey, 
Fa-la-li, fa-la-1li." 
So it can be soen that most cverything worked against mec, | 
And Then the children must be playcd with, There is still 
& doubt in my mind whether the mod¢érn girl knows. the prope a 
Of doing this. Children onjoy ana appreciate gamcs vory 
What baby docsn't enjoy the gamcs from the following sugrost- 


ions whcn plsyed with the propor sctions, 


1. Old man in the garden digring votatocs---------- 
2. Yorchead bendcr, cyc winkcr, nosc drinver, mouth 
eater, chin chopnor--------- 
Oe Knock on the door and pccp in; 
Raisc the latch and walk ine-------- 


4, Riding on foot and othurse 
From these baby games it is not long until: 


le Chick-a-my-chicke-a-my-cranoy CrOW=--— 
Ze Old boar 

5. Club fist 

4. Puss, I want your corncr---- 

De Willicm, William tremble toc. 


| ; 
\ 


As timc goes on more setivs fsamcs aro 


~ 


Soven aticka Oo, Wnoop ard Rice 
2. Antney Loap 
as Garlylromance begins to brvd, trers is found al) Gasict 


*T 


for oxpression in, “Drop thc and the singliaz 


games of marching. arcund tne Levee, Green Gravel, and others 
of this type. And hardly before one enn sink of it, it is: 


1. Riso you up my dearic dunresg 
es, Skip to my Lou----. 
Poor ola Chimney Sweepor-.-- 
4. Swing on the Corner 


ana others of the play party gamcs thet are not playcd much 
today. 

But folklorc is not just a superstition to be rcleatec 
for its humor. It is a genuine expression. of and from a fen: 
vino pconvic,. This is busing rclaized now when it is almost tor. 
latc to rcecepturo part of it. Much valuable old furniture feo - 
its way to the woodshed because the vencer on the newor fuyn: 
turs looked brightcr, iiuch hes boon preserved and appreci- 
becnuso it reprcescnts things that have continuce to liv. 


and remain whcn other things for a whilc 


have lone since dissppearcds 


= 
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"I Wish T May, I Wish I Night" 


8. Rogers 


Among the many ways to make wishes, here are a few of’ the more 
common, To give our wishes some aereal flight, we shall first 
mention those which meke some iention of birds, 


le (1) If, when you see a redbird, you make a wish and the 
bird flies to the right, the wish will come trues; if 
it flies to the left, it will not core true. 


(2) Var. If, when you see a redbird, you touch your fings:. 
‘ to your lips and make a wish, the wish will come true: , 


(3) Var. If, when you see a redbird, you make a wish ar, 
count ten before the redbird fliss, the wish will ccon- 
truce 4 


(4) Var. If, when you sce a redbird, make a wish and the 
wish will come true, (No Conditioning) 


(5) Var. If, when you see a redbird, you name the lotters 
of the alphabet, the letter on which the bird flies 
will be the first letter in the nane of the person to 

~whom you will be marricd,. 


(6) Var, If,.whsn you see a redbird, you make a wish and 
the bird flies to the right, there will be food lucy; 
if it flics to the left, there will be bad luck. 


(7) Var. If, when you see a redbird, you makeya wish, the | 
wish will become true before sundown, (No conditioniz., 5 


(8) Var. If, when you see a redbird, you make a wish, you 
will see your sweetheart before tomorrow aicht. (Also, 
without looking at the bird again after making the wis?) 


(9) Var. If, when you see a red truck, you make a wish, the 
wish will come truce provided you never sce the truck 
again. 


(10) Var. If, when you see a red truck, you make a wish 
and pinch someone, th» wish will come truee 


(11) Var. If. when you see a red truck, you mike a wish 
tho wish will come truc. (No conditioning) 


(12) Var. If, when you see a bluebird, you make a wish, 
| the wish will become true before sunset. 


(13) Var. If, when you see a bluebird, you make a wish, 
the wish will become true before sunrise, 


(14) Yar, If, when you see a bluebird, you meke a wish, 


the wish will come true. (No conditioning) 


ma <2). Ik, when you.see a stack of hay, you make a wish, the 


Oe 


ae 


De 


be 


(1) 


(2) 


(1) 


(2 ) 


wish will come truce. (No conditioning) 


Var. If, when ycu sec a load of hny fo by, you make a 
wish, the wish will tome true. (No conditioning) 


If, when you see a gray horse, yc. rnke a wish, the 
wish will come true. (No conditioning) 


Var. ‘If, when you see a whito hcrs3, you make .a wish. 
that wish will come true. (No conditioning) 


Var. If vou count every white mule which you see uni: 
the number has reached.a thousanc, tren when the fi: 
rod gate you see you make a wish, that wish will co.:: 
truce 


Var. If, when you see. white mule, you make a wish, 
the wish will come true, (No conditioning) 


If, when you see the first star at evening, you make a 
wish, the wish will come truc. (No conditioning) 


Var, If, when you sce the first star at night, you sa) 


Star light, star bright, - 

First star I've secon tonight. 

Wish I may, wish 1 might 

Dream of my truest sweetheart tonicht, 


that wish will come true. For the fourth line, this 
sometimes is 


Have the wish 1 wish tonight. 


Var. If, when you see a falling star, vou make @ Wi.c. 
before the star disappenrs, the wish will come true, 


If, when you look over your rient shoulder <t the moon, 
you male a wish, thc wish will cone trvc. (No condi- 
tioning ) 


Possibie variant, 


I sce the moon, and the moon sces me3 
God bless the moon and God bless me, 


If, when you put a’ ring upon someone's finger, you 
make « wish and the ring is not taken off, the wish 
will come truée 


4. 
Var, If, when you place a ring on someone's finger, 


(2) 
| 


Te 


Se 


Ye 


10. 


(3) 


(1) 


(3 ) 


(1) 


(2) 


(3) 


you set a dat 


6: fer.itho ring to remain on thé. finger-vand 
make a.wish, tho Wisa well.coms truco if the ring is not 
removed before bhe. t- cate 


Vare Give it tlirce before rsachine its place, the 
dream will come trus | 


If, when a removed is between the finger 
amc the thumd. Gach “zr two a wish one 
takes the finter anu the other thumb, to whichevec-. 
(the finser or ths thumb) the cvs -tash adheres when 
the fingers are oncned, his wisr. will be frranted, 


Var. If the eycelash is rubbed cif onto something .» 
both wishes will come truc,. 


Var, If, when removing cyclashes you can guess the 
number removed, the wish will come true, 


If. when you tie another person's shoe, make 
the wish will. como truc. (No cond. stoning) 


Var, If,when “oy tie another person's shoe, you make .. 
wish and do not:itell another whet the wish is, the wic~ 
will come truce 


Var. If, when you tie your own shoe which has come ur 
tied, you take three steps backward with your eyes. 
closed and turn rapidly around three times while mat 
ing a wish, if you stop facing the same direction as 
at first, your dream will come true, 


If, when you strike a match and let it burn out, you 
dr op it on the floor without the match's breaking, thw 
wish will come truc,. 


Var. If, when you light . match placing a second mitch 
to the flaming end in thc form-of a V, you make a wi: 
end both ratches burn icomplctely without breaking or 
separntin-, the wish will core true, 


Var. If, when you obtain only half light on your 
arette, somoone clse puts three fingers up with a wish. 
and you name them ench with a wish after which two fing- 
ers are lowered, the wish indicatcd b; the remaining 
finger will truce 


If, when you cut a notch ina stick, you make a wish 
and throw the stick over your richt shoulder (Vers icft 
shoulacr), the wish will cos trvc. 


This will vary also wigh spitting on the stiok and 
throwing it over cithc& >the right or the left shoulder, 


Bo 


ll. 


12. 


156 


14, 


15. 


17. 


Another variant has it that the person thir corti the stick 
must not look back. 


(1) 


(1) 


(1) 


a you. make ao wish when opening the Bible, and the 
words, "It come to pass" appear on the opened page, the 
wish will come true. 


If, when you cnter a strange house, you ma ke a wish, 
the wish will core true. (No conditioning) 


If, when making a fruitcake, you make a wish while 
stirring the fruitcake, the wish will c ome truce before 
another fruitcake is made, 


(2) Var. If, when making a fruitcake, you ae wish as 


(1) 


(1) 


you give the batter the last big stir, the wish will 
come true before the last of the ceke is enton. 


If, when the hem of your dress is turned up, you make 
a wish before turning it down, the wish will come true, 


If, when breaking a breastebone or pulley-vone with 
another person, you make a wish and get the longest 
piece (Var: shortest picce), the wish will come true, 


The wish takes a morc positive turn, at times, of 


getting married first. In this case the wish-bone is 


(1). 


(2) 


(1) 


placed over the door making the first person who walks 
through the door the susceptible one, 


If, when you find a horseshoe, you spit on it and ture i 
it over your shoulder (Var: right shoulder, left shoule!: 
er), make a wish, and do not look back, the wish will 
come true, 


Var. ig when you find a horseshoe, you spit on it and 
make a wish, the wish will come true, 


The foregoing will vary also with "half a horseshoe" 
and with "a broken horseshoe", This sort of equestrian 


wishing becomes a bit more positive with the nailing cz 


the horseshoe above the door with the corks up, or down, 
for good luck. 


If, when two people say the same thing at the same time 
they hock their little fingers together and make a wish 
taucir wishes will come true as they kiss their thumbs 
and say: 

Necdles and pins. 
When a man marries, his trouble berins, 


(Variant: When a-man dies, his trouble will end) 


16. 


-40- 


(2) Var. If, when two persons say the samc thing at the same 
time, they lock their little fineers torether and make 
a wish, their wishcs will come true, 


(3) If, when two persons say the same thing at the same time, 
they lock their little fingers togcthcr and press their’ 
thumbs together, their wish will come truc if they ree 
peat the following: 

Qucstions: What couah out of the chimney? 
Answers: Smoke, | 
Question: What color itt 
Answers Bluc 
Together: May your wish and my wish como tru., 


(4) Var. If, when two persons say the samc thing at the con 
time, they lock their little fingers and make a wish bv-. 
fore saying another word, thcir wishes will come truc, 


(5) Var. Without speaking a word to anothcr, tho first to 
touch bluc will have his wish corc true, 


(6) Stub your toe, 
Kiss your thumbs, 
Meet your bcau 
'Fore sundown comes 


18, (1) If, when going through an‘underpass when there is a 
train going overhead at the same time, you make a wish, 
the wish will come truce 


(2) Var. If, when starting through 2 tunnel (cross a brie. 
if you male a wish and keep your cycs closed and hold 
your breath until the other cnd is rcachced, your wish 
will come truce 


19, (1) If, when taking a fulleripencd dandelion in the hand, 
' you make a wish and blow all off at ono time, the wish 
will come truce 


20. (1) If, when you squeeze (rub, tickle, blow) a rabbit's 
foot, you make a wish, the wish will come truce 


21. (1) If, when you throw a feather into the air and make a 
wish, thc feather focs up, the wish will come truc; if 
it comes down, the wish wiil not come truce. 


Lee (1)( If, when you sce a colored man, you make a wish and 
touch three white buttons the wish will core truce 


23, (1) If, when you find a picce of lovo vino, you make a 
wish whilc throwing the vine over your left shoulder 
without looking back, the wish will core truce 


- 


24, (1) If, mnon blowing the candlcs out on a cake, you maks 
a) wis and blow the carndics all ovt itn ons breath, tho 
wish e211 come truc,' 


25, (1) If, when traveling (or trip), you sec three cars with 
out-of-state lisccns:. plates and a wish, that 
wish will core truce 


26. (1) If, when slecping in e room for the first time, you 
name the corners wnilc making a wish, ihe wish will 
come true for the first corner looked at in the mcerninge, 


27. (1) If you toss a board (or chip) into the air on whieh 
you have spit after meking a wish, the wish will coc 
true if the wet sids comes up; it will not core tric 
if tne dry side comes up. 


finally, may wish "to God", "to Goodness", "to hes’, 


Nto tho dickens" "to the devil", hell", and iby 
lucky stars" — 


Mr, Panl ®lowcrs, Cciumnist and Editor for The Commercial 
Appeal, Memphis. wishes to pass the word alone to yous the 
Peecers, that ne .ill Be to syvap-olklore (with 
credit) in his dail; celumn The Greeniouse tn The Commereial 
Appeal. fe adds, "In the vast, Sulictin’resders andi tv 

io 


nZo Ancedetes and stories alsc 


The response! of our readers te the first issue of Yolume XIT2 
or the Bulletin both prompt and cncovr 


ment: and surrcstions are inédi¢estive of the g j 
you like so at we may best isnd our cforts towerd ft t- 
tainuent of thht standerc of excclience whict YOU CNViSiON, 


4 1 
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Charles Faulkner Bryan 


Charles Foulknor Bryan was born near Meliinville, Tennessee, 
in the foothills of the Cumberland “ountains July 26, 1911. He 
attcnded the clcmentary schools of Warren County and graducted 
from the McMinville High School in 1950, havin; won meantime 
the National Chompionship in 

It was at 2 vory early age that he began to express Bof).. 
nitely an interest in nusic to which he turned more and more 
within the next few years. As a smell child he studied piano 
and violin. le made musical instruments out of overythning from 
gourds to turtle shells and, when given o "fiddle" at the ace -: 
ton, he soon was able to play for pie-suppers and Fourth-of-suiy 
picnics. Formel training in piano and violin came in the carly 
tecns, and by the time of his graduation from hich school he 
had decided definitely to follow music as a profession, At 
cighteon he hcard his first symphony orchestra and immediatcly 
entered the Nashville Conservatory School of Music from which 
he received the B. Mus. degroc in 1934, being ccortificated in 
voicc, piano, and public school music. By this time ho had 


organized and cirected through three seasons the Nashville 


#% This sketch done by your cditor for Charics F, Bryan for his 
personal use clsowhcre was requestcd for printing here that our 
roaders may better know of the contributions which ho has made 
and is making to Amcrican Folk Musice | 


. 


Junior Concert Orchestra, and for graduation he wrote end 
ducted a full concert of the Conserv: tor; Symphonye 

During. the sonths irycdinucly followine ereduation he was 
a member of the ctaff of regio station WSii as srpranecr ane 
vocoiist, «and wes’ in the First Irecbyterian Chureh in 

In the fall of 1955, Charles F. Brynn was rpvointed -: 
OF the Depertrert of Susic at the Polytechnic |Insi.: 
in Cookeville. It was during’ the fovrevcer period cf hig con. 
tion there that ho meds beth an intensive and extonsive Scud; 
of Southern folk music. Findinr thnt roth. ond 
alike in the public schools hed for many yeers been asharcc of 


the bounteous folx music which thoy heord Anily, ané whieh the 


coupled with illiteracy, he set about to collect, analyze and 
prssent folk music in such 2 wey as to roveal how, in many wo-:7: 


our own folk rusic:is superior to that of other lands, WNonne 


al 


& member of the Tunncossce Folklore Socicty, he mado 


timo. 
soveral concert arrangernents of indirenous folk »usie which 
work's wore presecntecd at mectinrs of theo Socicsty. Thus béecomin-~ 
active in Amoricsn iolk music as a cultural art, he eneourarcad 
students who ecmsc in fror the hills to be proud of their rich 
folk heritars. xefore leavins Tennessee Toch, Bryan wrote for 


his students opertttes, Rebel Acadery, which he saw suecess- 


fully performed. His cerpositions now beran te deal more svce 


cifically with folk themes cane soon his works were heine vsed 


by choral groups throughout the South, 


. 
| | 


Receiving his B.S. rrom Tonnestee Folytcchnie 
mstitute in 1959, he centered Collcrée on a fcllowship, 
receciving his M.A. dorres from in 1940, While here he 
was = tenor soloist with Gcorge Pullen Jackson'g Old Harp Sinr- 
ers founded for the purpose of promoting the cavse of concerte 
ized folk music. Again ho served 1s musical arranrer for WSM. 
In 1940 hc was eppointed State Supervisor for the Feceral 
Music Project for Tenncssee,. In 1941 he wae appointed as hoac 
of the statcwide art, music, writers, education, rccrcation ond 
librery projects, promoted in 1942 to hone this work for the 
Southoastorn States. During the war he was also Rogional Cone 
sultant for Civilian Defense attached to the Fourth Service=— 
Cormand, For the period 1944-45 he was Assistant State Director 


of Civilian Defcnse for Tennessccs 


While supervising the Federal ‘usic Project in Tennessee, 
Bryant had seen Eugene Goosens introduce the completed portion 


of his White Spiritual Symphony with great success, Soon compoe- 


sitions and arranrpements began to appear in the catalogs of 


leading. publishers, 

In 1945 he was released from the Fourth Service Command in 
Civilian Defense to enter Yale University for praduate study 
with Paul Hindemouth in husical Composition. In this connection 
he was granted the Guggenheim Award in music, which he had poste 
poned to 1946-47 and under which he is now writings 

In 1946 Bryan was asked to compose a special Sebic for a 


Dumbarton Oaks Concert. This he did, which was successfully 


~~ = 


performed by Miss Nann Morrigsn cy Fobruary 7, 1947, 

He was elected in Novembev, i945. 2s vice-president of 
the Tennessee Folklore Socisty., sc was anpointed by the 
Southeastern Folklore Society in 19:5 23 chaivman of the 


Folk Music Committee for the Southern !susic Education conference. 


This year Bryan has produced in addition to several minox 
compositions, a major work The Bell Witch, a secular cantata 
for chorus, orchestra, and alto and baritone soloists, Its 
premier is scheduled for Carneige Hall, New York, in April. 
And now has just come from the press American Folk Music 
for High Schools and other choral groups, a toxt for the public 
Eaipole, written in collaboration with Dr. George Pullen Jack- 
son, This is the first textbook to be written based entirely 
upon American Folk Songe | 

Charles F, Bryan is now residing at McMinville, Tennessec, 
where ire writing under the Gugecnheim Fellowship which will 
exprie in June, We predict that his ultimate worth to American 


folk music has scarcely begun. 


-~ 
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COMPOSITION TYPE 

Rebel Academy Operetta 

King of Peace Christman Contata 
White Spiritual Symphony ~ 
Full 
Charlottown Choral 


(American Folk-Song ) S.S.A. (No. 7993) 


S.A.T.B. (No. 8136) 


I Have a Mother In The Choral 


(white Spiritual) 


Goin't Over Jordan No, 


White Spiritual) 


chris smas_ Anthem S.A,T.B, 
016 Hickory Song 


(Words by David Stevens) 


Song. 
Words by Matthew Adams ) 


How Do 


I Love Thee Wedding Song 


(Words by E.B. Browning) 


O Perfect Love Wedding Song 


(Words by E. Gurney) 


MUSIC COMPOSITIONS BY CHARLES FAULKNER BRYAN 


PUBLISHER 
Manuscript 
Ms. 
Ms. 
Parts and Score 
Available 
J, Fischer & Bro, 
Re Ye 


Je Fischer & Bro, 


Heavens (White Spiritual) S.S.A. (No. 7995) Ne Ye 
S.A.T.B. (No. 8135) 

Hoedown Piano Ms. 
Poem Harp and Piano MS. 
Skip-To-M'Lou Noel Peabody Choral 
(American Folk-Song) Series 

Peabody College 

Nashville 4, Tenn- 
Everybody's Welcome Noe Psatoecy Choral. 


c6rics 
Peabody Gollegs 
Nasnville 4, Tenn, 
Peancdy Thoral 
Series 
Feabocy College 
Nashville 4, Tens. 


uo, Birchard' 
Boston 


C, Birchard 
Boston 
MS 


MSe 


Dear Heart 


Wedding Song 


| 


Ms 
(Words by Westbrook) : 
The Physicians Prayer Song MS. 
(Words by Bradley | 
Goin! Over Jordan Song MS 
e Spiritua | 
I Have A Mother in the Song MS 
Heavens te Spiritual) 
A BIRTHDAY COLLECTION FOR 
MY DAUGHTER 
1. Froggie Went a Song Ms. 
Courtin! | 
2. A Lady I Know 
3. Be Sweet 
4, Inllaby 
Give Ear and Hear My Voice Anthem MS. 
= S.A.T.B. 


Cumberland Interludo: 1790 
(Commissioned for 
Dumbarton Oaks) 


Who's Going Stay With Me 


Tonight 
(from the Southern Folk 
tale) 


The Bell Witch 


American Folk Music 
For high school and other 
choral groups 3 


Soprano and Orchestra MS 


SeA.T.B. J. Fischer & Bro. 
N.Y. 
Secular J. Fischer & Bro. 


Folk Contata Ne. Yeo 
for chorus and orchestra 
alto and baritone 

soloist | 


25 Folk Selections 
In Collaboration 
with Geo. Pullen 
Jackson 


C.C. Birchard 
Boston, Masse 
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BALLAD of CAP'N WOODWIN, or LACKEY'S MILL * 


The History of the Ballad ; 


When the bleak October winds rustle the leaves on the 
banks of Holly Creek:-farm in Georgia and the scaly-bark 
hickories stretch their naked arms toward the leaden sky, 
and the multi-colored leaves drift against the charred ree 
mains of Lackey's Mill, one is apt to associate the myster= 
ious rustlings and murmuring s with the lichen-covered flat, 
creck rock which leans against a primeval oak, On this 
stone is carved, crudely and to the point, the words, "Here 
lies the wodies of Captain George Woodwin anc thifty men who 
slew Bill Lackey, ; 


The leaves swirl and float on the swift water, and out 

of this swirl once can imagine the blue coats of thirty cavalry- 
men from Sherman's army. From the left wing of SHerman's ~--. 
flank they rode out to burn and ravage, Old Ledford was too 
. old to fight for his beloved South in the C,. S. A., but he 

wasn't too old to leap on his old horse and tell Greene, who 
lived a mile or so away, that "The damn Yankeos are ner and 
headed toward Lackey's Mill on Holly Creek," 


Groene gathered his seven sons-and joined Ledford, and 
they hid in the brush below the mill. The Yankee detachment 
burned the mill and shot Lackey. when they attempted to cross 
the creek below Ledford's ambush, their horscs slipped on tho 
smooth 


Massacre§ Their horses were off balance, and silénco of 
the forest was shattercd with musket shots. When the smoko 
eddicd up the hollow, the bluecoated scavengers wore deade 


Time and weather are no respectors of fraves, and today 
all signs of the shallow graves are gone, Winds sigh, squir- 
rels bark, and the water tinkles, a nover ending symphony for 
the dead. 


The ballad is no longor sunp, for civilization with its 
callous heart and ertificiality has inveded Holly Crock, and 
tourists laugh at the rude, eanpling descendents of the Léed- 
fords and the Grcenes, 


This ballad was told to me by Luther Carter of Etowah, 
Tennessee, whose unclc, John Carter, now owns Holly Creck farm. 
Luther Carter's great uncle owned Holly Creek farm at the time 
the history of the ballad tcok piace,..Tho approximate time was 
the fall of 1864, 


*Phyllis Toomey 


Tennessec Wesleyan College 
Athens, 
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THE BALLAD 


Cap'n Woodwin rode into the hills, 
With thirtv fine blue men. 


Cap'n rode into the hills, 
he won't ride out aga 


Cap'n Woodwin ‘rode stiff and straight, 
_As he rods along the shore, 
Cap'n Woodwin »ode his great black hoss 
But he'll never ride no more, 


Ledforce got his tvo goodssons, 
Greene brought out seven more, 
They took their guns aroind the hill, 
‘And hid down by the shore, 


Cap'n Woodwin, he burned the corn, 
He burned down Lackey's mill, 
He met Lackey in the woods, 
And Lackey he 444 


Cap!nsWnodsin turnchito hts men, 

Old Ledford heard him say, 

"Ride on, Sergeant, let's. don't stop here, 
We'll get more Rebels today.’ 


They crossed Holly Crock on the rocks, 
Their hosses, they slipped and fell, 
Old Ledford, ‘1e came out of tho brush, 
Mad as a demon from Hell. 


They shot them Yankees there in the creck, 
Until the water run rirht. rcd, 

When the shootin! stopped they saw Y*icht then, 
That the cap'n wasn't dead, | 


"Don't shoot me, please, " the Cap'n said, 
Old Ledford, he didn't roplye 
"Don't kill me, friends," the Cap'n said, 
and loudly he did crye 


"You shot poor Lackey," Old Ledford soid,. 
"He's layin! back there like a log." 
And he put his gun to the Yankecs! head, 
And shot him dead like a doge 


EAN Oh, Cap! n Woodwin, rode into the hills, 
With thirty fine blue mene 
Oh, Cap'n Woodwin rode into the hills, 


' But he won't ride out again, 


| 


Dreamers of Old Stone Fort? 


Since the letter of Mrs. We. P. Hickerson of Manchestcr 
will add a necessary enlightenment for some of our renders, 
we are using it here as a vory fitting introduction to her 
poem "Dreamers of Old Stone Fort?" Mrs, .Hickerson is not 
only a poet in her own behalf, as you will discover, but is 
a gifted artist in oil and water colors. Her letter and 
poem follows: | 


Mr. Ee Ge Rogers 
Wosleyan Colloge, 
Athens, Tennessce 


Dear Sir: 


Conforming with the sugrestion of Mrs. T. E, 

Richardson (poet) of Tullahoma, Tenn., I am here- 
with enclosing an original, unpublishcd poom for 
your approval or disapproval, for inclusion in the 
T.F.S.B, This sacred space (of which I write) lies 
to the West of l.anchester on Highway No, 4l-deep in: 
the quiet shadows of a.donse forest of oaks, The 
question remains, "who werc the dwollers of Old Stone 
Fort? "...eee These historic mounds or forts stand 
‘intact with the exception of a small area where cxe 
cavations had béen made under the supervision of the 
late archacologist and Poet Lauroate of the State of 
Tennesscc, John Trotwood iioore, a short time prior 
to his death. 


Since then, I understand, no one has attempted 
the arduous task of tracing antiquity further along 
_this Cherokec trail 


Would that some one mirht rather the ravolod 
strands of this bit of worthy history and wind it 
‘back correctly upon the spool of authenticity, thus 
supplying the prologuc to the arama of our country. 


| Thanking you for your kind cone 
sidcration, I am 


Yours vory truly, 


“Mrs, We Hickerson 
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Dreamers of Old Stone Fort? 


Daisy Faulkner Hickerson : 


Unrivaled beauty extempore, 
Unbridicd rivers and new trecs 
Marked the setting when Phe Deity 
Decreed this space to posterity: 
Old Stone Fort waits staunch, austerc, 
As its shrewd builders of yesteryear 
From mounds inexplicablo, rest, fraught a 
With tradition and direful thourht; 
Mute evidence of deftness and art 
With versatility stand apartecece 
A loom upon which we wont .to weave 
Graphic imagery and tragody. 
The trails of history run -confusod 
Along tho logendary, abused 
Fronticr, where blood ran salt with toars, 
Who cfer these artisans were appcoars 
To have morgeod into the skylino 
Of forgetfulness, Still we confine 
Every effort in delving boyond 
Bluc granite strata for human bonc, eeeee 
There high on the wide, windeswept platcau 
Secrots slecp 'mid a long, hushed echo, 
We look, though we can not translate 
This hush, which was not destined by Fato 
But by the will of Him who gavo 
A muted touch to each ancient grave, 
New drcams and old dreams of doubt and fears 
Surges across the interim of years 
To find peace at the end of the trail 
And lay aside malice and travail: 
Facing East within cach mystic mound 
Their spirits guard well one placid town, 


‘ 
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Reviews and Comments 


Aswell, James Re, Native American Humor, Harper and Brothers, 
Y., 1947, $3.75, | 7 


This book "answers for itself to the public" in a varidé- 
gated, wholesome sort of way. tits nurpose is to entertain, ~ 
Each caprice will find its counterpart from the gangling ado- 
lescent to the business man home from a ‘strenuous Gaye 


The editor, James R. Aswell, is a former Nashvillian where 
his carecr began as a newspaper delivery boy and ranges widely 
from a commercial salesman to radio singer, critic, and free. 
lanccore | 

His range of humor is correspondingly wide beginning with 
the period of the American Revolution and extendinzg to tho 
1890's, All classes of people, all conditions and relationshins 
in life, all.types of good-natured fun are riven here for the 
one purpose of sheer entertainment, Here will be found the 
humor of dwelling, of Uncle John who treasured the Family Por - 
traits of Cockloft Hali but could never get marricd, of "hoss 
Swappin’”, of the “haracter of the Virginians where "ag super: 
annuated justice or constevie wos motamorphosed into a lawyer, 
You may reba - with the politician, the ccnsus-etaker, or at 
Mike Hooter's Tall Bar Story, and as for Frolic in the Knobs, 
"the last laugh heard on earth will be heard at a Knob dance 
about three in the nornin'" 


Here’ is the humor of the Irishman, saint, rogue, windbag 
and idiot, of the savage and the pionoor. Joe Clark, the tar- 
hecl, joins the trek of gola-rushers in his own way , Josh 
Billings speaks of in while William Wirt Howo 


reminds us mow ‘cae Governs, Arkansas, as all the 
worid mast Inow. Gas! come es tne Fin wshing-Up Country, 


"In this coliscstion will make his 
Own The cditior nes prosumo to instructs he 
presents the ovicesnse---the reader will do the iaughing for 
himself" 


Among the eroup of our Tennessec mombership 
4s Mrs. Isia Pischal Rishardson of Tullahoma whose latest book 
of verse My, Hoart, Walketh, published by Bruce Humphrics, Ine., 
Boston, will bo off thé press soon, lirs, Richardson who hes 
done plays, storics, poems, ctc., and whose work apncars in a- 
number of anthologics, has sold to more tian fifty different 
magazinos, 


-5Le 


A momber of a number of authors' clubs, Mrs, Richardsons! work 
is becoming very generally known and recognized, She was asked 
to read some of her work early in April bcfore tho Nashville 
Study Club, Her biography is carried in tho current "Who's Who 
in the South and Southwest", 


Sorreetions 


In the current eketth on Charles Faulknpr Sryan nlcaso note tno 
foilowing revisions: 


1, "as a small child ho made, otc.," for "as a swall shiid 
he studicd, etc." --p, 42 | 

2, that year” for "immediately" 42 

3. "Paul Hincomith” for "Paul Hindemouth" --p.44 

44 with Miss Nann as 301cist* for 
“sorforucd by Miss Nann Merriman" «.p, 44-45 


John A. Lomax, Adventures of A Ballad Hunter, The Maemillan 
Company, New York, 1947, 


The skotch of John A. Lomex which follows thesco brief 
observations on his vreeent "adventures of A Balled 
Juntor" is largely che saunter of intercst in the bonk itselg. 
Bis Gxpoe*icnec in minting out these sovrecs, in and 
Boeorcing the story behanu the ballac, is truly an 
the torch ef personal intercst so choracroristic 
of truly gercat art. { 


In his wor’ Lomax has lived with the crooning cowboys; 
has brought togcthcer from remote sections cf Amcrica frage 
monts of the Songs of the Canal Captain; has listcnsa to . 
blind old Emma Duscnberry sine of Knights in eolden 
has sought out the work chantcvys and of labore 
ing; men everywicre and nas singled out ienry 
mean track-laycr, w:io kopt his mcn moving by his songs And 
Calis; has lisiend” to Ailicr Griffin's Colva:'y scrmen in 
Fenitenti:ry: has listened to thc Baliads of 
Head at the statc prison who covld lic ane pray at tc same 
timc; and who’hes found intersgt alike in saloons and dance 


ing, camp mectings, burials ind baptisin-s alike. "In travele 
ing up and down tho land seeking the songs Amoriccns sing, 
Join Lomax has come closer to the heart of America than almost 
any man of our timces.". 


| 


. ... SOHN: Li. LOWAX 
John A, Lomax,:.author of “Adventures of A Ballad Huntor," 

"Cowboy Songs and Othcr Frontier Ballads," ctc., was born in Goode 
win, Mississippi in 1867. When ho was a babe in arms, his family 
took him by horso and ox wagon to what was then the Texas fronticr,. 
One of the old cattlo trails reaching from Toxas to Kansas ran past 
their ranch and from hearing the cowboys sing to quict their cattle 
at night cane his intcrost in thoir songs and all balleds, 


When Lomax entcred the University of Toxas as 1 student, ho took 
with him a trunkful of the songs and ballads he had already copicd 
downe He showod some of these to an English profcssor who told hin 
they were worthloss examples of tho crudity of Amcrica and that is 

he wanted to concentrate on ballads, he wovld do well to stick to 
tho English ballads. Downhoartod by the professor's verdict on hi- 
collection, Lomax took the manuscript out and burned it. 


It was in New England that his ballad collection first met wicn 
great enthusiasm in academic circlcs, When Lomax went to Harvard to 
got his M.A., he took with him a sccond collection of ballads, Thc.ic 
hoe showed to Professor Barrett Wendell who insistcd that Lomax sin z 
the ballads to one of his classes, wWondell and Profossor George 
Lyman Kittredge then arranged that Lomax reccive a Sheldon travclins 
fcllowship which enablod him to spond three yonrs collccting more 
cowboy sonrs and ballads, as woll as Nogro songs and spirituols,. 


When his Sheldon fcllowship expired, Lomax then had to devote 
himaclf to making a living for himself and his family, which by thon 
numbered his wifc and four children, For the noxt twonty yoars thorc- 
fore, balladecollccting bocamo an avocation while he engaged in aca- 
Gcmic work and in busincss,. When the depression wiped out his sav: 
ings and when, at the same time, his health failed, ho returned to 
the gathoring of Amcrica's 


With the cid of the Music Division of the Library of Congress, 
he and his son Alan sct out with a portable rccording machine, visit: 
ing work camps, saloons, and finally the pcenotentiarics which proved 
to be their richest source of songse By the time his health forecd 
him to give up this wrk, Lomax, aided by the Library of Congross 
and by grants from the Carnogic Foundation, had contributcod more than 
10,000 recordings to the Library of Congress Archive of American 
Folk Song, which bcforc he began his work in 1953, had had not one 
recording of our native musice 


Mr. Lomax has lecturcd widely at colleges an” univorsities.all 
over thc country on Amcrican folk songs. Since 1954, he has beon 
honorary curator of the Archive of Americen Folk Song and honorary 
consultant to tho Librery of Congrcss, 


The fullost story of his balladecollocting is told in “Adven- 
tures of A Ballad Huntor," Donald Day, in the Septcomber 22, 1945 
issuc of The Saturday Revicw of Literature, has written of his bale 
lad collecting and of what it means to American folk historye 


| 
| 


| afte 


Explanatory Note 


Refcrenco is made clsewhere to the forthcoming book of Isla 
Paschal Richardson, of Tuliahoma,. Meantime theo following poem 
comes to our attention from Mrs, Richardson's pon and which fits 

sO well into the plan for this issuc that your cditor ernnot ree 
frain from using it currently although it is neccssary to plxce 
it out of line “its the arrangoment of matcrials: 


"HAPPY IS THE BRIDE" 


The brido, dressed in white, wearing cverything new 
Except "somothing old, something borrcwod, and blue 
According to custom, tossed high ho bouquot, 

To bo caught by sone maiden attending that dav, 
It was flaxenehaircd Ann, stancaing ciosc by hor sido, 
Who caught it, which moant she would be tho noxt bridce. 
\The newlyewed couplo, with old shocs and rice 

Thrown at them, deprrted. Each sirl took her slice 

Of wedding cake home to bo dreamed on thot nicht, 
Taskod it undes her pillow, and turned out the lirht; 
For the men whor sho Creamed of she'd marry some any. 
But to bo douoly surc,. rnothcr known way 

Wes to name the four posts of hor hirh walnut bod 

For four ocys sho lixed, and the onc she ‘would wed 
Would oc cnce of the four for whem they were named, 

fad her future detcrmined, and therety proclained, 

By the firsS post she -aw as sho opencd hor cycs. 

But to Ann, who loved Joc, it was no great surpriso 

On waking to sec the post namod for her beau, 

For Ann cheated a little, She named them all Joc. 


- Isla Paschal Richordson 
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